


460 Marilyn B. Skinner 

methodology is an efficient interpretive tool, especially for understanding the 
“crisis of masculinity” associated with the collapse of the Roman republic. 
Whether a Lacanian perspective can illuminate other eras of social 
transformation and psychic estrangement—late antiquity, for example—I leave 
to others, perhaps my successors in office, to discover. 

I was wrong, however, to assume that the chief gratification of editorship 
would be intellectual. Instead I found that the most rewarding activities 
associated with the position were creative and, for lack of a more adequate 
expression, generative. To select just the right referees for a promising 
submission, to elaborate upon those readers’ good advice, to make editorial 
suggestions for improving the clarity or effectiveness of the argument—such 
small instances of intervention gave me a personal stake in the thesis itself and 
resulted in a great sense of accomplishment when it eventually achieved final 
form. Meanwhile, collaborating with generous and dedicated referees and 
warmly appreciative contributors strengthened old friendships and resulted in 
several new ones. These satisfactions are more than adequate compensation for 
any time and effort I have invested; they will stay with me for the remainder of 
my career. 

I had hoped to mark the closure of the century and the millennium with a 
special section in the year 2000 volume dedicated to the impact of the classical 
tradition on contemporary art, literature, and culture. Certainly that impact is 
visible and provocative enough: reports of Homer’s death turn out to be greatly 
exaggerated, insofar as he has just been glimpsed alive and well on Cold 
Mountain; in a more specialized vein, the dramatic character Benjamin Jowett 
is presently haranguing innocent theatre-goers about the vicissitudes of the 
Catullan manuscript tradition and the folly of overlooking the Oxoniensis.2 
Plans for a special section were forestalled, however, by the change in 
publishers, which prompted a decision to include all accepted articles in the 
present volume rather than carry over a backlog. In its place, then, let the five 
volumes of TAPA produced under my editorship, the final five volumes of the 
twentieth century, reflect, in their broad range of endeavor—from conventional 
textual criticism to theoretical hermeneutics—the lively state of classical 
scholarship at this turning-point in time and thus the continued health of our 
profession. 

I, puer, atque meo citus haec subscribe libello. 

   
2C. Frazier, Cold Mountain (New York: Atlantic Monthly Press, 1997); T. Stoppard, 

The Invention of Love (New York: Grove Press, 1997) 22–25. Special thanks to Judy 
Hallett for calling my attention to Stoppard’s wonderful play. 


